Pulsatile secretion of pregnancy-associated plasma protein-A (PAPP-A) in non-pregnant women.
No changes in PAPP-A levels could be detected when plasma samples were obtained every second day throughout the entire menstrual cycle in three healthy women. But when measured every 30 min throughout 12 consecutive hours, in four healthy women, PAPP-A followed a pulsatile pattern which may originate in the endometrium since no PAPP-A pulses were detected in a long-term hysterectomized woman, or in two men. The pulses were not related to levels of oestradiol, progesterone, FSH or LH.